
 
TO PREPARE FOR WORSHIP ORDINATION EXAM 

 
Teresa Lockhart Stricklen 

 
 

Take WS14 on the History and Theology of Worship.     
 

Read good books on worship:  
 
Primary Materials 

 “The Directory for Worship” in the Book of Order .  Simply know this. 
 

 The Book of Common Worship.  Look at explanatory materials and see how 
services flow theologically. 

 
 Byars, Ronald P. Christian Worship: Glorifying and Enjoying God.  A solid 

“quick and dirty” study you should know.   
 

 Old, Hughes Oliphant.  Worship that is Reformed According to Scripture.  Nice.   
 

 Rice, Howard, and James Huffstutler.  Reformed Worship.   Excellent, more in-
depth.  

 
Secondary Materials 

 Gerrish, Brian A.  Grace and Gratitude: The Eucharistic Theology of John 
Calvin.  Get feel for this book.  The main idea is in the title—it’s all about God’s 
grace and our gratitude! 

 
 World Council of Churches.  Baptism, Eucharist, and Ministry.  Memorize main 

headings for baptism and eucharist (see handouts) and know which positions are 
more Reformed.   

 
 White, James F.  The Sacraments in Protestant Practice and Faith. 

 
 

Know what the various Confessions and Calvin say about worship.  Take notes and keep 
them in a form you can refer to in the parish because you will.   

 

 
Review past exams!  See   

 
 http://www.lpts.edu/Academic_Resources/OrdExamsnewaccess.asp 

 
These are also on reserve in the library; just ask at the front desk.  Looking at these is 
imperative!  You will notice that you can expect a question on the sacraments and what kinds 



of questions these are likely to be. 
 
 
YOU SIMPLY MUST KNOW: 
 

The theological meaning and purpose of each element of worship as well as the overall 
purpose and movement of various worship services.       

 

 
 

Theology of the sacraments.  For a quick, overall exposition of baptism and communion 
from an ecumenical perspective, see the first two parts of the World Council of Churches 
resource above.  Baptism, communion, confirmation.  Know the theological rationale for 
the baptism of infants.  A current discussion in the unit of Theology and Worship of the 
General Assembly is admitting children and the unbaptized to the table.  The only 
theological grounds I can see  would be Jesus’ own table fellowship and the table as 
eschatological banquet to which all are invited, though the whole bit about not having on 
the right shirt on in the gospels may be a reference to not taking such grace for granted.   

 

 
 

Weddings, funerals, healing services, contemporary worship, worship with sick/dying, 
music.  

 

 
 

Our standard denominational materials on worship:   
The "Directory for Worship"  
Book of Common Worship (explanatory materials and the shape of the liturgies).    
What the various Confessions say about worship 
 
 

 
 
 
Even if you know all of the above, you can still fail because you’re not sure how to go about 
actually answering the question at hand, which is probably the most common reason for failure.   
So become familiar with the test-taking process, which will help to alleviate anxiety, and read 
the following "How to Answer a Worship Ordination Exam Question."   
 
 
Practice answering past questions from old exams with others evaluating your answers. 
 
 
Manage stress.  Sleep and eat well.   Come to the exam with all the materials you will need, well 
prepared intellectually, spiritually, and physically. 
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HOW TO ANSWER A WORSHIP ORDINATION EXAM QUESTION 
 

Teresa Lockhart Stricklen 
 

 
 
When you get the exam, read over all the questions quickly (where you can).  If you're unsure of the required 
questions, don't panic (a common response).   Take a couple deep breaths and go on (I'm assuming you're 
already in prayer!).  A glance at the other questions should steady you if you have them.   
 
Watch your time on each question.  Determine which optional question you can answer best/most quickly and 
save it for last.   
 
In answering each question, the following process is highly recommended: 

 Read the question all the way through quickly.   
 Then read it again carefully.  What are they asking you to address?   
 Now, break down each section of the question, analyzing what you need in order to answer what 

they’re asking for.  
 Jot down notes around each section.   
 Then take some time to put together a quick outline of how you will proceed to answer the question, 

which will actually help save you time and answer the question directly and succinctly. 
 
For example, you get the following question (from the Sept. 2001 exam): 
 
 During confirmation class, one of the students says: 

Pastor, sometimes I go to worship with my friends who belong to other churches.  
I have noticed that their worship is different from ours in a lot of ways. When I 
went to one church, they even said I could not take communion because I wasn't a 
member.  And yet, my friends are served communion when they worship here. 

 
REQUIRED RESPONSES: 
1.  Using the Book of Confessions and guided by your knowledge of the provisions of the 
Directory for Worship, identify and briefly discuss at least three (3) characteristics of a 
Reformed understanding of the Lord's Supper.  Support your discussion with citations 
(e.g., 0.0000) from at least three (3) different documents from the Book of Confessions. 

 
2.  Discuss how each of the characteristics which you have identified helps determine 
who is invited to receive in the sacrament. 

 
 
Looking at the question, ask yourself what the theological issue is that's at stake in this situation. To formulate 
a response to your confirmation class, you need to know the issues surrounding what's known as fencing the 
table—i.e. who can and who cannot take communion and under what conditions.  The question, though, asks 
you to do this in light of a broader understanding of Reformed thinking on the nature of the Lord's Supper, 
which you should know going into the exam. 
 
So in one part of your notes, jot down Reformed understandings of the Lord's Supper. 
 
 Now, what do you think are the three most important for answering the question put to you? 
 
Go through the Confessions to put citations to these characteristics listed above. 
 



As you go through the Confessions, jot down notes and citations of particular Confessions around the issue of 

ometimes, the Confessions are not specific on the issues at hand, so you have to engage in broader 
re-writing 

n.  

 

fter you have gathered your information in this prewriting stage, organize your notes into a brief outline that 

I. First (and most important) characteristic of Reformed understanding of Lord's 

rtake 

II. racteristic of Reformed understanding of Lord's supper and how it 
e 

rtake 

III. on cake) characteristic of Reformed understanding of Lord's supper 

rtake 
 

OW and only now are you ready to write with a clear, concise answer that doesn't ramble.  Introduce the 
 

What happens if you see discrepancies in the documents and between some Confessions and the 
Bible; h

you 
 

  But be 

who is invited to the table on another part of your note-taking paper.   
 
S
theological thinking, such as the questions this raises (which you also want to jot down during your p
notes stage):  Is the table open to anyone on the basis of Jesus' table fellowship with sinners?  So could the 
non-baptized come to table then? This leads you to ponder the relationship between baptism and communio
What do our liturgical invitations to the table say?--whoever is seeking Christ, all baptized believers, members 
of this particular local church, what?  Who IS permitted to come to table in a Presbyterian (USA) church 
according to the Confessions?   Who is not?  From this little brainstorming session you see many different
issues arise.  Stick to the one that is most pertinent to answer the question at hand—who may/may not take 
communion in a Reformed church according to the Confessions. 
 
A
answers the question in the format required.  This question requires the following outline: 
 

supper and how it helps us determine who is invited to the table. 
 At least 3 Confessions’ citations to support this. 
 How this helps us determine who is invited to pa

 
Second cha
helps us determine who is invited to the table. (You may want this to be the on
you are least certain of your proof on so you can end with your big finish.) 
 At least 3 Confessions’ citations to support this. 
 How this helps us determine who is invited to pa

 
Third (icing 
and how it helps us determine who is invited to the table. 
 At least 3 Confessions’ citations to support this. 
 How this helps us determine who is invited to pa

 
N
question with a couple sentences that acknowledge the situation at hand.  Summarize at the end in the same
way.   
 

ow could this be?  Remember, Confessions are contextual, historical theological documents of the 
church affirming what it believes to be a true interpretation of the Christian tradition at a particular point in 
history, usually in response to a particular historical problem, need, and/or dilemma.  Scripture, also a 
contextual document, takes precedence in the Reformed tradition if there is a blatant discrepancy.  But 
may also want to go to the particular historical milieu out of which the Confession(s) emerged in order to argue
that that was good then, but that our context is different and needs a different scriptural theological 
understanding highlighted.  It is the Spirit of the eternal Word that continues to come to us as of old.
careful here, though, because . . . ..    
 
In writing your actual response, you need to consider your rhetorical audience--pastors as well as laity who 

esign 
have received training on what to look for in an adequate theological response.  Balance intellectual and 
emotional responses appropriately, depending upon the question.  With an integration of head and heart, d
a smart compassionate answer that is in line with the aims of the tradition geared toward the situation at hand.  
Be direct and concise with appropriate proof to get the job done.  No Nobel Prizes for Literature will be 
handed out based on your eloquence!  
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BASICALLY, YOUR READERS WANT TO 
KNOW THAT THE TRADITION OUR 
ANCESTORS HAVE DIED FOR, WHICH 
IS BEING ENTRUSTED TO YOU, WILL 
BE WELL CARED FOR SO THAT THE 
CHURCH WILL CONTINUE TO INVITE 
THE WORLD TO GLORIFY GOD FOR 
AGES TO COME.    
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